February 24, 2019 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Today’s Gospel: Luke 6.27-38 Jesus said to his disciples: “ I
say to you that listen: Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those
who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, oﬀer the
other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do
not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs
from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask
for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to
you. “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do
good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those
from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But
love your enemies, do good, and lend, expec(ng nothing in
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of
the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the
wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. “Do not
judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put
into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure
you get back.”
Vangelo di Oggi: Luca 6,27-38 In quel tempo, Gesù disse ai
suoi discepoli: «A voi che ascoltate, io dico: amate i vostri
nemici, fate del bene a quelli che vi odiano, benedite coloro
che vi maledicono, pregate per coloro che vi tra1ano male.
A chi ( percuote sulla guancia, oﬀri anche l’altra; a chi (
strappa il mantello, non riﬁutare neanche la tunica. Da’ a
chiunque ( chiede, e a chi prende le cose tue, non chiederle
indietro. E come volete che gli uomini facciano a voi, così
anche voi fate a loro. Se amate quelli che vi amano, quale
gra(tudine vi è dovuta? Anche i peccatori amano quelli che
li amano. E se fate del bene a coloro che fanno del bene a
voi, quale gra(tudine vi è dovuta? Anche i peccatori fanno
lo stesso. E se prestate a coloro da cui sperate ricevere,
quale gra(tudine vi è dovuta? Anche i peccatori concedono
pres(( ai peccatori per riceverne altre1anto. Amate invece i
vostri nemici, fate del bene e prestate senza sperarne nulla,
e la vostra ricompensa sarà grande e sarete ﬁgli
dell’Al(ssimo, perché egli è benevolo verso gli ingra( e i
malvagi. Siate misericordiosi, come il Padre vostro è
misericordioso. Non giudicate e non sarete giudica(; non
condannate e non sarete condanna(; perdonate e sarete
perdona(. Date e vi sarà dato: una misura buona, pigiata,
colma e traboccante vi sarà versata nel grembo, perché con
la misura con la quale misurate, sarà misurato a voi in
cambio».
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“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you”
Mercy, not giving people what they deserve, is the theme of
this week’s Scripture readings. In the First Reading we see
Saul, in a ﬁt of pride take the love and loyalty given by David
and return it with jealousy and the threat of death. David
was pursued and dispossessed of his home and loved ones.
Humanly speaking he could have sought revenge and
retribu(on and killed Saul when he discovered him
defenseless. This “jus(ﬁed” act would have freed him from a
life of persecu(on by Saul. David’s a@tude and ac(ons were
ruled not by his passions, or even by what would be
accepted as normal reac(ons, but by consciousness of God
and by God’s deﬁni(on of righteousness. We discover, even
in our own (me, that this propensity toward mercy is not
something that miraculously appears overnight. Rather it is
the natural, or even supernatural, culmina(on of the
prac(ce of mercy, where forgiveness and grace are extended
on a daily basis to people who have perpetrated li1le and
big oﬀenses against us.
Retrouvaille Retrouvaille is a Catholic peer
ministry which oﬀers a three-phase program for
married couples with diﬃcul(es of all kinds,
including years of misery, inﬁdelity, separa(on, or
even divorce. Is Your Marriage in Crisis? – Repair
your marriage, rediscover romance and gain the tools you
need for healthy, loving communica(on! It is not too late!
For conﬁden(al informa(on or to register for the program
beginning the weekend of April 5 – 7, 2019, call Marc and
Candice at 604-530-6710 and leave a message or
email vancouverbc@retrouvaille.org. For more info visit
websites www.retrouvaille.org and www.retrouvaillevancou
ver.com.
Stamps for the Knights A friendly reminder from the Knights
of Columbus that they collect used postage stamps. All
dona(ons are appreciated. There is a drop box on the wall
in the ves(bule.

First Friday Mass First Friday Mass will be oﬀered this
Friday, Mar 2 at 7 pm.
Ash Wednesday The holy season of Lent starts
next Wednesday. There will be three Masses
on Ash Wednesday, at 8:00 am, 9:15 am
(school Mass) and 7:00 pm. By having the sign
of the cross made with ashes on our
foreheads, we mourn Christ's suﬀering on the cross and our
own sins, which made that suﬀering necessary.
Forty Hour Devo;on Forty Hours Devo(on from Tuesday,
Feb 26 to Thursday, Feb 28. We’d like to make sure that one
or preferably two people will be in the church and with
Jesus at all (mes. Take this opportunity to spend some quiet
(me in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. Sign up sheets
available in the foyer.
School Form Signing A reminder to SFA School parents that
Fr Gino will sign your registra(on forms on Tuesday, Feb 26
and Wednesday, Feb 27. Drop in to the oﬃce area any(me
between 3 and 6 pm.
SFA Saturday Night Supper Join us for
Saturday Night Supper on Saturday, Mar 2
aYer 5 pm Mass. Doors open at 6:15 pm.
Dinner served at 6:30 pm. Dinner will be
pizza (gluten free op(on available) salad, fresh fruit, cake,
coﬀee and tea. All welcome, but we have limited (ckets so
don’t miss out! Tickets $15 for Adults, $10 for children. For
more info please contact the parish oﬃce at 604-255-8855
or Lisa at 604-374-2808.
Discover Discipleship All are welcome to a1end the
Discover Discipleship study beginning March 8th, lead by
Sonia Erichsen. Discover is a small group faith study looking
at the core message of the Chris(an faith with a focus on
Jesus. We look at short Scripture passages, reﬂect on them
and discuss them – all within one hour. Discover is a step in
answering the ques(ons of faith we all have. Join us for
Discover on six Fridays during Lent from 6:45pm, in the
Conference Room. If interested kindly let the oﬃce know to
ensure enough books are available.
Giving up Self-Discipline for Lent Is there more to giving up
chocolate for Lent only to stop part way through? Is it all
about our own self discipline? Why should we bother? Is it
for us or for God? What’s really going on? Hear Fr. Ain
Leetma address these ques(ons and more. Come on a
Scriptural and historical walk through the three classical
Lenten prac(ces of prayer, fas(ng and almsgiving. Thursday,
Mar 7 at 7 pm at the Parish.
40 days for Life Campaign begins The annual 40 days for Life
Campaign and pray for an end to abor(on Campaign begins
Wednesday, Mar 6, in front of the priests’ residences, 4885
St John Paul II Way, Van. For more info contact Alba
Stevenson, Campaign Coordinator at 604-299-4123.

Mass Inten;ons
Sat Feb 23

5:00 pm † Persino1o & Zoccolan families

Sun Feb 24

9:00 am † Caterina Zappavigna
† Lepore family
10:30 am All Parishioners
5:00 pm † Chai Noan Ang
† Argento Masci@

7th Sunday in
Ordinary (me

Mon Feb 25

8:00 am † All Souls in Purgatory
6:30 pm PREP
6:30 pm Who am I to Judge Faith Study

Tue Feb 26

9:30 am
3:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
8:00 pm

Forty Hour Devo(on
SFA School form signing
Prayer for Virtues
Perpetual Novena - St Francis
Ladies faith study
Knights mee(ng

Wed Feb 27

8:00 am
8:30 am
3:00 pm
7:00 pm

SFA Parish & School
Forty Hour Devo(on
SFA school form signing
RCIA

Thu Feb 28

8:00 am † All Souls in Purgatory
8:30 am Forty Hour Devo(on
11:00 am † Visin(n family
† Carmela Morande
† Nicola Guirlio
11:00 am SFA Over 50 Club
6:30 pm Li5le Friends Walkabout
6:45 pm Legion of Mary mee(ng
7:00 pm Choir Prac(ce - Sat 5 pm

Fri Mar 1

8:00 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

Sat Mar 2

9:00 am † Agatha Paris
† Fiore Turco
9:30 am Confession
9:30 am Rosary
1:00 pm Wedding - Congratula(ons to
Daniel Norman & Tess Visona
5:00 pm † Giovanna & Lino Breda
† Luigi Perone
6:00 pm Saturday Supper Night

Sun Mar 3

9:00 am † Eugenio & Michelina Pagliuso
† Caldarino family
10:30 am † Antonio & Tommasina Pulice
5:00 pm All Parishioners

8th Sunday in
Ordinary (me

† Father James Fagan
Choir Prac(ce - Sun 10:30
First Friday Mass
Prayer for the Church

Bap;sms and Weddings The ﬁrst step in arranging for
bap(sms and weddings is to call the Parish Oﬃce to arrange
an appointment with Fr Eugenio. Please call 604-255-8855.

Please support these businesses which directly support St Francis of Assisi Parish

Bell & Burnaby Funeral Chapel
“The Slavin Family” – Since 1934
Personalized Service
Proud to Serve the Catholic Community
Guaranteed Pre-arranged Funeral Plans Available

4276 Hastings Street, Burnaby-Tel: 604 298-2525

www.bellburnaby.com
A Division of Service Corporation International
(Canada) ULC

vancouverbc@retrouvaille.org
retrouvaillevancouver.com

♦ Free help for unplanned pregnancies

♦ Realistic plan for the future of mom & child
♦ Non-judgmental, no discrimination

540 Victoria Drive, Vancouver

604-687-7223 www.birthright.org
Medical equipment and
Supplies
Compression garments
Mobility Aids

604-888-8811
2230 Springer Avenue, Burnaby, BC V5B 3M7
(near Brentwood Mall)
www.bcmedequip.com

service@bcmedequip.com

MEAT MARKET
Serving the Community Since 1991

Eugenio
Masi

Giancarlo
Masi

Vito
Masi

Tel: 604-253-2242
1310 Nanaimo Street, Vancouver, BC V5K 2Z9 Fax: 604-253-2260

This space is available
for your ad!
Call the parish oﬃce at
604-255-8855
for more informa(on.

Thursdays at 11 am
Mass Meeting Social Bingo
All are Welcome! Italian spoken
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PRESCHOOL
PRESCHOOL

sfaschool.ca
604-253-7311

Teacher specialists
After School Club
Award
winning
academic
and
Award
winning
academic
and physical
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programs

